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This year’s list of classic-contending fillies consists of Three 
Ring, Silverbulletday, and Excellent Meeting. All three are 
headed to Churchill Downs for a major showdown, and there’s 
a possibility they might give it a try in the Run for the Roses 
instead of the Kentucky Oaks (gr. I). A victory in the Oaks 
would be special, but a Derby score would be like no other 

triumph. Same with a victory in either the Preakness or Bel-
mont.

Two of the Derby-winning fillies, Regret and Genuine Risk, 
are included in the 100 Greatest Racehorses of the 20th Cen-
tury as selected by The Blood-Horse, and their Derby victory 

was the overriding reason for their selection. Regret, who 
defeated colts in all three of her wins as a 2-year-old, won the 
1915 Derby as the favorite to remain unbeaten. The importance 
of the victory so impressed breeder-owner H.P. Whitney that 
he declared, “I don’t care if she ever wins another race, or if 
she never starts in another race. She has won the greatest race 

in America, and I am satisfied.”
It would be 65 years before another 

owner could make a similar statement. 
In 1980, Diana Firestone’s filly Genuine 
Risk provided the racing world with 
one of its greatest surprises by winning 
the Derby. Genuine Risk, who was the 
first filly to start in the race since Silver 
Spoon in 1959, proved extra special by 
coming back to run second in both the 
Preakness and Belmont Stakes.

Those two Derby winners notwith-
standing, there are plenty of other dis-
taffers in the Top 100 list who ventured 
out of their division to take on males in 
some of racing’s most impor tant 
events. As expected, Calumet Farm 
campaigned its share during the glory 
days of the 1940s and ’50s.

Calumet at that time operated under 
the motto “we want all the money,” and 
trainers Ben and Jimmy Jones weren’t 
reluctant to test fillies against colts, 

even if that meant taking on some of Calumet’s best colts. 
Twilight Tear, from the first crop of Calumet stallion Bull Lea, 
beat males often enough her 3-year-old season in 1944 that she 
was named Horse of the Year over the farm’s Kentucky Derby-
Preakness winner Pensive.

IT TAKES A SPECIAL FILLY to win a classic, and a victory over colts in either the Ken-
tucky Derby (gr. I), Preakness Stakes (gr. I), or Belmont Stakes (gr. I) goes a long way in 
gaining immortality. Three fillies have won the Derby, four have taken the Preakness, and 
two have captured the Belmont, the last time in 1905.

Male-Bashing Fillies
By David Schmitz
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Three Ring will attempt to join 
Kentucky Derby-winning fillies Re-

gret, Genuine Risk, and 
Winning Colors

TAKING ON THE COLTS

Next Up: How Our Readers Voted

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    aPRil 17, 1999Top 100 Racehorses List



45

SECTION

Twilight Tear raced three times against 
Pensive that July at Washington Park and 
won all three races. In one of those starts, 
the Skokie Handicap, Twilight Tear set a 
track mark of 1:223⁄5 for seven furlongs. Twi-
light Tear beat Pensive and three others in 
the rich Classic Stakes at the end of the 
month. She ended the year with a six-length 
victory over Greentree champion Devil 
Diver in the weight-for-age Pimlico Spe-
cial.

Bull Lea also was responsible for addi-
tional Calumet fillies Bewitch and Two Lea. 
Bewitch defeated male stablemates Citation 
and Free America in the Washington Park 
Futurity in the summer of 1947 to extend 
her unbeaten streak to eight. As a 6-year-old in 1951, Bewitch 
finished second against males in the Hollywood Gold Cup and 
American Handicap, defeating all but Citation.

Two Lea tried the 11⁄4-mile Hollywood Gold Cup in 1952 and 
came home a winner in time which was only two-fifths of a 
second slower than Noor’s 1:594⁄5 track record. In 1950, Two 
Lea had finished second in the Santa Anita Maturity and third 
in the Santa Anita Handicap.

More from the ’40s
The 1942 foal crop produced two exceptional fillies—Busher 

and Gallorette—and both took turns trouncing males. As with 
the Calumet fillies, Chicago was the summer place to race, and 
Busher scored major wins in the 1945 Washington Park and 
Arlington Handicaps. Her victory in the Washington Park 
Handicap came over Calumet standout Armed in track record 
time of 2:014⁄5 for the 11⁄4 miles. Later that year, Busher beat colts 

again in winning the Hollywood Derby and 
was voted Horse of the Year.

It seemed that Gallorette raced more 
against males than against females in her 
72 starts, and maybe she did. Nine of her 
13 stakes wins and plenty of stakes-placings 
came against males, including victories in 
such important events as the Brooklyn, 
Metropolitan, and Carter Handicaps, and 
the Empire City, Whitney, and Wilson 
Stakes in the 1940s. Gallorette, by Chal-
lenger II, won back-to-back Wilsons at Sara-
toga, joining such male greats as Equipoise, 
Discovery, and Eight Thirty.

Two recent winners of the Whitney at 
Saratoga also are included in the Top 100. 

Lady’s Secret, by Secretariat, captured the 1986 Whitney the 
year she was voted Horse of the Year, and Personal Ensign, by 
Private Account, won the race two years later in the midst of her 
unbeaten career.

Artful over Sysonby
Artful, by Hamburg, was the first of the fillies on the Top 100 

list to upset one of the great ones. Unfortunately, the glory of 
her win over Sysonby in the 1904 Futurity Stakes for 2-year-olds 
was dimmed following the discovery that the great colt had 
been drugged. Artful, however, didn’t let up. Later that fall, she 
won the White Plains Handicap over males under 130 pounds 
in world-record time of 1:08 for six furlongs. Impressive as it 
appeared, the victory was achieved over a straightaway with a 
marked descent to the finish.

Nearly three decades later, Top Flight duplicated Artful’s 
feat of winning the Futurity. Top Flight, by Dis Donc, also won 

LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER PHOTO

Of the 36 fillies to run in the Kentucky Derby, 
Genuine Risk (1980) is one of only three to win

W I N N E R S
Winning Colors  ........................... 1988
Genuine Risk  .............................. 1980
Regret  ........................................ 1915

KENTUCKY DERBY

36 Filly Starters

W I N N E R S
Nellie Morse ................................ 1924
Rhine Maiden  ............................. 1915
Whimsical  .................................. 1906
Flocarline  ................................... 1903

PREAKNESS STAKES

51 Filly Starters

W I N N E R S
Tanya  ......................................... 1905
Ruthless  ..................................... 1867

BELMONT STAKES

20 Filly Starters

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    aPRil 17, 1999Top 100 Racehorses List
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the 1931 Saratoga Special and the 
Pimlico Futurity over males that 
year, and exited racing as the 
sport’s all-time leading female 
earner, with $275,900. Her earn-
ings record lasted until it was sur-

passed by Busher, who later gave way to Gallorette.
Two fillies on the Top 100 list achieved fame in beating males 

in sprint contests and another distaffer did so while racing over 
a distance of ground. Foaled in the 1960s, Affectionately (by 
Swaps) and Ta Wee (by Intentionally) each defeated males in 
winning the Vosburgh Handicap, and Ta Wee also humbled 
them in two consecutive runnings of the Fall Highweight 

Handicap, once under 140 pounds. Affectionately also beat 
males in winning the Toboggan and Sport Page Handicaps.

Shuvee, by Nashua, did something no other filly had done 
before or since—win the Jockey Club Gold Cup not once, but 
in consecutive years. Shuvee won the race in 1970-71 when it 
was contested at two miles.

Gamely, another filly from the 1960s who is ranked on the 
Top 100, beat colts in the Inglewood Handicap. The daughter 
of Bold Ruler also ran second in the Santa Anita Handicap and 
Californian Stakes.

Ladies of the turf
One area where fillies definitely have held their own against 

males has been on grass, and the introduction of the Breeders’ 
Cup Fillies and Mares (gr. IT) exclusively for distaffers appears 
certain to rob the sport of plenty of suspense. Three distaff-
ers—Dahlia, All Along, and Miesque—more than held their 
own against males, and all three were included in the Top 100 
list.

Dahlia, by Vaguely Noble, was the first of the group. Cam-
paigned initially in Europe, Dahlia won the Hollywood Invita-
tional Handicap (gr. IT), Washington, D.C., International (gr. 
IT), Man o’ War Stakes (gr. IT), and Canadian International 
Championship Stakes (gr. IIT) in the mid-1970s, setting a 
course record of 2:40 for 15⁄8 miles in the latter.

All Along’s record in 1983 in North America in which she 
was named Horse of the Year resembled that of an all-star 
baseball pitcher—three up, three down. The daughter of Tar-
gowice humbled males in the Washington, D.C., International, 
the Turf Classic (gr. IT), and the Rothmans International Stakes 
(gr. IT) in as many starts. The following year, she ran second 
in the inaugural Breeders’ Cup Turf (gr. IT).

Unlike Dahlia and All Along, both of whom excelled in the 
11⁄2-mile range, Miesque (by Nureyev) was a miler. Her two 
starts on this continent resulted in triumphs in the Breeders’ 
Cup Mile (gr. IT) in 1987-88.

Will the names of Three Ring, Silverbulletday, and Excellent 
Meeting join the list of fillies who have gained a special place 
in racing lore by beating colts? Stay tuned—we may know 
sooner than later. 

N
Y

R
A

 P
H

O
TO

S
K

IP
 D

IC
K

S
TE

IN
 P

H
O

TO

Personal Ensign beat the boys 
in the Whitney at Saratoga

Busher, shown winning the 1945 
Washington Park Handicap

Gallorette won the 1948 Whitney and 
eight other stakes against males

TA K I N G  O N  T H E  C O LT S

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    aPRil 17, 1999Top 100 Racehorses List
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Dispatches

GENUINE RISK’S BROODMARE CAREER OVER
Genuine Risk’s racing career included a victory in the 1980 Kentucky Derby (gr. I), but her breed-

ing career resulted in only two live foals. Now, at age 23, Genuine Risk has been retired.

After having spent at least a portion of every year since 

1982 in Kentucky, most recently at Three Chimneys Farm 

near Midway, Genuine Risk has been with her owners, Bert 

and Diana Firestone, at their Newstead Farm near Upper-

ville, Va., since November of 1998. In early February, the 

decision was made not to breed Genuine Risk again after 

she failed to conceive last year to the Firestones’ stallion 

Chenin Blanc.

Numerous attempts were made to produce a live foal 

from Genuine Risk, beginning with her mating to Secretar-

iat in 1982, but the only successes were in 1993 and 1996 when 

she produced Genuine Reward (by Rahy) and Count Our Blessing (by Chief Honcho), respectively. 

Genuine Reward is now at stud, while unraced Count Our Blessing is in training for the Firestones.

Genuine Risk is in the care of John Moore, the same man who cared for her as a 

yearling, and who first put weight on her back. “She’s a very nice mare to be around,” 

Moore said. “She’s very gentle. No quirks.” Now, as a “homebody,” as Moore termed 

the mare, Genuine Risk shares a paddock with Farnley Trilby, a pony owned by the 

Firestones’ daughter, Allison. By Kristin J. Ingwell

BOARD QUESTIONS 
NYRA ON DELAY       
OF ANNUAL AUDIT

Another in a long series of dis-
putes between the New York Rac-
ing Association and the state racing 
regulatory agency has surfaced.

The latest feud centers on the 
New York State Racing and Wager-
ing Board’s attempt to force NYRA 
to hire an outside auditor. The an-
nual review of NYRA’s books is re-
quired under a state law approved 
a few years ago that extended 
NYRA’s franchise for another seven 
years to run Aqueduct, Belmont 
Park, and Saratoga.

But as of mid-February, NYRA 
still hadn’t hired the auditing com-
pany, Ernst & Young. The terms 
must also be approved by the rac-
ing board. “The law is very clear of 
what is required,” racing board 
chairman Michael Hoblock said. 
“Unfortunate-
ly, as we sit 
here today, 
we do not 
have a meet-
ing of the 
minds.”

Hoblock 
said he’s concerned NYRA won’t 
meet a legal deadline to be au-
dited by March 31. Gov. George 
Pataki, in approving the seven-
year franchise extension, insist-
ed on the financial review after 
the state comptroller and attor-
ney general’s office issued a 
critical report on NYRA’s spend-
ing practices several years ago.

NYRA president Terry Meyocks 
couldn’t be reached for comment.

Bennett Liebman, a racing 
board member, called it “a silly, al-
most petty, controversy, but a con-
troversy not provoked by the rac-
ing board.”

“Maybe they need a wake-up 
call,” board member Joseph Neglia 
said. By Tom Precious

News Inquiries to:

TOM LaMARRA, News Editor

Phone: 606.276.6795

E-Mail: tlamarra@bloodhorse.com

The specter of a lawsuit didn’t impel the 

Oklahoma Horse Racing Commission to take 

action on intrastate simulcasting during its 

regular meeting in Oklahoma City Feb. 17. 

The commission has been under fire from 

representatives of Remington Park and the 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 

since it voted Jan. 27 to deny 

Remington’s request to simul-

cast to various off-track bet-

ting parlors in the state owned 

by the tribe. Commissioners 

originally allowed five of the Choctaw’s six 

OTB parlors to import the Remington signal 

for a 60-day trial period beginning in October 

1999, the lone exception being an OTB in Po-

cola, which is located in close proximity to 

Blue Ribbon Downs in Sallisaw.

That trial period ended with the conclu-

sion of the Remington Thoroughbred meet 

Dec. 5 of last year. A Choctaw spokesman 

said intrastate simulcasting to the parlors 

generated about $48,000 in rev-

enue for Remington. 

Remington and Choctaw rep-

resentatives asked to renew the 

agreement before the track opened Feb. 5. 

But the commission voted 5-1 to deny the re-

quest, in part because Blue Ribbon claimed it 

lost $33,000 a month in purse revenues and 

almost $60,000 in other operating revenues 

because of the Pocola parlor. 

On Feb. 3, Remington and 

Choctaw Nation attorneys 

filed an appeal of the com-

mission’s ruling in Oklaho-

ma County District Court. 

No action had been taken on 

that appeal as of Feb. 18. 

Remington legal counsel Carl Hughes next 

filed a motion to set a briefing schedule on 

the appeal Feb. 15. Hughes said he hoped a 

ruling would come by early April. “We told 

the commission that we wouldn’t send the 

Remington signal to Pocola, but they still de-

nied the request,” Hughes said. “We think 

they have exceeded their authority under the 

Interstate Horseracing Act.” By Jim Cullen

OKLAHOMA PANEL MUM    
ON SIMULCASTING DISPUTE

Genuine Risk
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“WE THINK THEY HAVE 
EXCEEDED THEIR  

AUTHORITY UNDER 
THE INTERSTATE   

HORSERACING ACT” 
C A R L  H U G H E S

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    fEBRUaRy 26, 2000Broodmare Career Ends
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She will always be one of 
the most popular fillies the 

American turf has ever 
known, by sheer virtue of 
having won the Kentucky 
Derby.

After many failed attempts, 
in 1993 she finally delivered 
a healthy little Rahy colt. 
Even Time magazine took 
notice.

She produced another foal 
several years later, another 
chestnut with a white face. 
But these two colts, named 
Genuine Reward and Count 
Our Blessing, never made it 
to the races.

Genuine Risk now lives 
out her life in Virginia on 
Newstead Farm, where she 
had received her early train-
ing before racing into the his-
tory books.

She spends her time in the 
vast paddocks with occasion-
al company. Her appearance 

belies her 23 years—there is 
little sway to her back, and 
she still moves quite well for 
an equine senior citizen. 
When lifting her front legs to 
place them for portraits, there 

was the distinguishable 
cracking sound that often ac-
companies the arthritic limbs 
of older horses; and yet she 
did not flinch or complain.

Her attitude is wonderful, 
and her daily routine one be-
fitting a champion. She has 
earned her rest here, and the 
respect that she receives in 
abundance.

There have been few thrills in racing as memorable as 
that blaze face charging down the Churchill stretch. 

GENUINE RISK

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    DECEmBER 30, 2000Broodmare Career Ends 
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Outside of Upperville, Va., an elderly chestnut mare 
spends her days grazing and lazing. When the sun gets 

too hot, the aging beauty is brought inside to get away from 
the flies. On breezy, warm nights, she rests in grass-filled 
manicured pastures with other mares, enjoying life.

At age 26, she is retired as a broodmare. Her career as a 
mother was not stellar as she only had two living colts, nei-
ther of which ever raced. Many people would have sold or 
given away such a failed broodmare, but this is not just any 
horse.

Genuine Risk is now the oldest living Kentucky Derby 
(gr. I) winner, and one of the eldest American classic cham-
pions alive. Her exploits on the track, as an unbeaten 
2-year-old in 1979, to her Derby victo-
ry in 1980, and then her final win at 
Saratoga in August 1981, have perma-
nently enshrined her in the hearts of 
horse racing fans and in racing’s Hall 
of Fame.

Diana and Bert Firestone, Genuine 
Risk’s owners, treat her as a member 
of the family and have ensured their 
champion will live out her days in 
peace and plenty. Unfortunately, such 
is not the fate of every racing legend.

In October 1978, Exceller, master-
fully ridden by Willie Shoemaker, 
earned a unique distinction—he con-
quered both Seattle Slew and Affirmed, two Triple Crown 
winners, in the Jockey Club Gold Cup (gr. I), arguably one 
of the greatest races of the 20th century. Just 19 years later, 
Exceller was led to his death in a European slaughterhouse, 
because his career as a stud did not live up to the promise 
of glory his owners expected.

Exceller’s death led to a flurry of retired Thoroughbred 
protection activities. The rallying cry of those concerned 
fans, breeders, owners, and trainers was “never again!” If 
only that had been the case.

This past month, The Blood-Horse released information 
that 1986 Kentucky Derby winner Ferdinand likely met an 
untimely demise in a Japanese slaughterhouse. Details are 
still murky, but the bottom line is Ferdinand as a stud did 

not live up to his previous achievements on the track. That 
apparently was enough for his owners to discard and kill 
him, for the few yen it would bring.

The public and industry insiders have all responded with 
shock, anger, and disgust. How could this have happened 
again? Is this to be the fate of many horses we send overseas 
for breeding duties? Explanations aside, those of us who 
earn our living with these magnificent creatures, whether 
as owners, breeders, trainers, veterinarians, exercise riders, 
grooms, farriers, or even journalists, have a responsibility to 
end the slaughter of champions. There is only one way to 
accomplish this, by working together to ensure such horrif-
ic endings are a crime of the past for both champions and 

claimers, domestically and abroad.
With the number of Thorough-

breds born each year, it stands to rea-
son many will need homes after their 
racing careers are over. Although sev-
eral groups, such as the Thorough-
bred Retirement Foundation and the 
Exceller Fund, are active in seeking 
new jobs for former racehorses, clear-
ly more work is necessary. For every 
grateful 4-H or Pony Club rider who 
is mounted on a re-trained Thorough-
bred, there are many horses that do 
not find such a happy ending.

It does, however, seem particularly 
cruel that an exceptional horse such as Ferdinand went to 
his death in a slaughterhouse, far from the land where he 
was born. If a Kentucky Derby winner can end up in such 
a gruesome situation, what chance does an ordinary retired 
Thoroughbred have?

In a bizarre twist, both Ferdinand and Exceller were 
trained by the late legendary horseman Charles Whitting-
ham, a three-time Eclipse Award winner. I can only hope 
the great trainer met his old friends at the gates of heaven 
with the ever-present mints he kept in his pockets, and has 
these two champions back in his care. Both deserve no less.

As for the grand old Genuine Risk, her caretaker Buck 
Moore ensures that peppermints and carrots are used to 
spoil his charge. Unlike Ferdinand and Exceller, when Gen-
uine Risk finally gallops to her final rest, it will be after a life 
of love and affection from those around her. She deserves  
no less. b

GENUINE JOY AND REGRETBy Hallie McEvoy

HALLIE McEVOY is an equestrian journalist who lives in Bolton  
Valley, Vt.

Genuine Risk Commemorative   /    aUgUST 9, 2003Final Turn
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A Genuine  
Personality

DERBY  PREAKNESS  BELMONT

TRIPLE CROWN PREVIEW

Twenty-five years after 
winning the Kentucky 
Derby, Genuine Risk  
enjoys life in Virginia 

B Y  N I C K  H A H N
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52

SECTION

S
pending her golden years at Bert and 
Diana Firestone’s Newstead Farm, 
Genuine Risk may be more impres-
sive now than when she won the 
1980 Kentucky Derby (gr. I). On the 

25th anniversary of her Derby triumph, 
fans still send her peppermints, oat bars, 
and fan letters.

 Genuine Risk remains as sharp as the 
white blaze on her face, relishing her fan-
fare and traditional role of “grandmother” 
to younger fillies and mares at the Loud-
oun County, Va., farm. Her soundness 
doesn’t take long to notice. Shortly after 
being led out of her stall, Genuine Risk 
watched with intrigue as a landscaper 
spread mulch under small evergreens 400 
feet away. Later, when she was led to a 
paddock, she walked through the gate, 
dropped down, rolled over from one side to 
the other and back again, then sprung to 
her feet. She completed the maneuver in 
about five seconds.

The floor exhibition didn’t surprise John 
“Buck” Moore, the manager of Newstead. 
Nobody knows Genuine Risk better than 
Moore. He has been with “GR” or “Grand-
ma,” as he refers to her, for 27 of her 28 
years, breaking her as a yearling, riding her, 
traveling with her, and eventually caring for 
her two foals. Moore has worked for the 
Firestones, her owners, since 1963.

“He’s a very good horseman,” praised 
Bert Firestone. “He knows what to do and 
what’s going on. I can ask him anything. If 
anything goes wrong, he calls me.”

About 15 seconds prior to Grandma’s 
mud roll, Moore called over to Joyce Brum-
mund, who spent the morning grooming 
her.

“All that hard work put to waste,” said 
Moore, knowing what was about to hap-
pen.

To Moore, the 28-year-old mare is as 
much a fixture on the northern Virginia 
farm as the bronze statues of her that stand 
in the National Museum of Racing and Hall 
of Fame and the Newstead Farm office. He 
looks after her every day and treasures 
every hour with her. Although she’s pen-
sioned, she’s far from being dull.

“She’s retired so we treat her like a retir-
ee. To me she’s like a person. I probably talk 
to her more than anybody else around 
here,” joked Moore. “I’m always fussing 
with her on something. She’s always doing 
something or she’s pushing me around. She 
has her own territory and if you infringe on 
her territory then you may just get pushed 
out of the way. I don’t think she would ever 
kick. She’s never kicked at me the whole 
time I’ve been around her, and I’ve been 
everywhere around her that you can possi-
bly get.”

At 16.1 hands, Genuine Risk isn’t strik-
ingly big. Her page in the Fasig-Tipton July 
yearling sale catalogue in Lexington slipped 
by Marvin Greene, who was the training 

manager for the Firestones in 1978. How-
ever, she did catch the eye of the Firestones’ 
son, Matt, then 14 years old.

“We had marked a bunch of horses in the 
catalogue for Marvin Greene to look at,” 
said Bert. “She was not on the original list. 
Matt, came to me before the start of the sale 
and said he had a horse he wanted me to 
see. The sale was getting ready to start and 
I did not think we would be able to see her 
as they had stopped showing horses, but 
we were able to see her and we agreed to 
bid on her.”

Matt bid on the Exclusive Native filly and 
eventually signed the ticket for $32,000. 
Now married and with three children, Matt 

Firestone manages Silverspring Thorough-
bred Management, which puts together 
ownership and pinhooking partnerships in 
Florida. Looking back, he said, “I was going 
through the catalogue and found a pedigree 
we would usually have looked at. There 
was nothing not to like about her. She was 
the first one I ever picked out.”

 There was no special significance in her 
naming, as Genuine Risk is an appropriate 
name for any filly being bought at auction. 
Matt had been involved with the farm, and 
helped break her with Moore.

“When we were breaking her she was 
very tough, very tough,” said Moore. “She 

had a mind of her own. Even now when 
you shake her up a little bit she still has that 
fight in her, which makes a good racehorse. 
I had no idea she was as good as she was 
when she was a yearling. She bucked a lot 
and she would try you. But there is not a 
mean bone in her body. She just wants to 
tell you that ‘Hey, I’m not laying down and 
rolling over when you say so.’ ”

Only when it’s her idea.
Genuine Risk won her first three starts 

with Jacinto Vasquez aboard, including the 
Tempted Stakes at Aqueduct, for trainer 
LeRoy Jolley. Vasquez, who now buys and 
sells horses in Ocala, Fla., was one of the 
few riders Jolley could rely on to exercise 

the headstrong filly.
“He (Jolley) had difficulty putting exer-

cise riders on her. They couldn’t get along 
with her,” remembered Vasquez. “She 
would be too tough or run off with them, or 
when they worked her they would go too 
fast in the beginning and then finish slow. I 
never had a problem with her.”

Laffit Pincay Jr. rode Genuine Risk in her 
fourth start, the Demoiselle Stakes (gr. II) at 
Aqueduct. It was the only race of her 2- or 
3-year-old campaigns when Vasquez wasn’t 
the rider. He had a dispute with Jolley over 
riding assignments, a misunderstanding 
that was later resolved. 

Left, Genuine Risk winning the 1980 Kentucky Derby; above, “GR” today at Newstead Farm
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“We used to fight and argue, but we were 
never really mad,” said Vasquez. “We never 
stopped speaking to each other.”

Vasquez rode Genuine Risk in the rest of 
her races until the last two of her career.

Although undefeated in her four 2-year-
old starts, Genuine Risk was not voted 
champion 2-year-old filly. That award went 
to Smart Angle despite Genuine Risk nosing 
her out in the Demoiselle Stakes in what 
Jolley remembers as one of the best races in 

which he ever ran a horse.
After winning her first two races as a 

3-year-old, Genuine Risk lost for the first 
time in her seventh start, finishing third in 
the Wood Memorial (gr. I). The setback 
didn’t discourage the connections of the 
filly. However, Jolley wanted to wait to see 
how Genuine Risk came out of the race be-
fore committing to the Kentucky Derby.

“There was some hesitation after she got 
beat in the Wood Memorial, which was two 

weeks before the Derby, and it was the first 
time she ever got beat,” noted Jolley. “But 
we made the agreement that if she sprang 
back from her race and recovered well, then 
we would go and run in the race as long as 
everything remained absolutely perfect 
with her. And that’s the way it worked 
out.”

When Genuine Risk was entered to run 
in the Derby, Jimmy Carter was president, 
the Steelers had just won their last Super 
Bowl, and you could catch Led Zeppelin on 
tour or listen to them on cassette. Mount St. 
Helens was about to erupt and a press box 
renovation at Churchill Downs had just 
been completed. In those times, winning 
the Triple Crown had almost become casu-
al. Secretariat, Seattle Slew, and Affirmed 
captured horse racing’s ultimate prize in 
the 1970s. Spectacular Bid, Canonero II, 
Riva Ridge, and Bold Forbes just missed, 
winning two legs each.

However, no filly had run in the Kentucky 
Derby in 21 years. Fillies that ran in the 
Derby between Genuine Risk and Regret, 
who was the last filly to win, in 1915, didn’t 
come close to getting the roses. Regret’s win 
had been so far in the past that it predated 
the invention of the starting gate. It had be-
come more difficult to win the Kentucky 

Derby with a filly than it was 
to win the Triple Crown with 
any 3-year-old.

Vasquez only rode in the 
Derby when he had a legiti-
mate horse, and he wanted 
this mount. “I don’t like to 
go to the Derby unless I think 
I have a chance,” said 
Vasquez. “I’ve turned down 
a lot of mounts for the 
Derby.”

The Firestones felt the 
same way, and didn’t have 
reservations about being the 
first owners to run a filly in 
the Derby since 1959.

“There was not much of a 
response,” said Bert. “We really didn’t dis-
cuss our decision with a lot of people, but I 
do not think anyone thought we had made 
a bad choice to enter her in the Derby. Al-
though she didn’t win, she ran a good race 
in the Wood.”

“I thought she would be competitive,” 
added Matt Firestone. “If she had been a 
colt she might have been the favorite, but 
we weren’t looking at it from the colt/filly 
angle.”

“There wasn’t any pressure on us to 
win,” said Diana. “We were very enthused 
about bringing her to the Derby. Jacinto 
thought she could beat the boys after her 
2-year-old year.”

When Genuine Risk rushed to the Derby 
lead on the outside coming out of the turn 
shortly before the quarter pole, Moore was 

GENUINE RISK

TRIPLE CROWN PREVIEW

Risks and Rewards: Genuine Risk 
Had Only Two Foals

For Bert and Diana Firestone, the joys of Genuine Risk’s racing career must surely 
have been matched by the heartbreaks attending her record as a broodmare. She 

started off her broodmare career with a flourish by being mated in 1982 to Secretariat, 
but the resulting foal was stillborn after a seemingly normal pregnancy.

That was the beginning of 10 years of frustration. Although apparently healthy, the 
Kentucky Derby (gr. I) winner was barren in 1984, 1985, 1987, and 1988 (she was not 
covered in 1986). She then slipped foals from 1989 through 1992. But in 1992 she was 
covered by Rahy, and this time a miracle occurred.

She stayed pregnant. Not just pregnant, but going through a beautifully smooth 
pregnancy that gave no hints of the problems that had preceded it—until her foal went 
into fetal distress May 15, 1993.

Genuine Risk’s Rahy colt was foaled at Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital near Lexing-
ton. Arriving on Preakness 
day, he nearly stole the 
show from Preakness (gr. I) 
victor Prairie Bayou, as 
Genuine Risk went into in-
duced labor at just about 
post time. The colt stabi-
lized well shortly after 
birth, but less than two 
days later developed an im-
paction and had to undergo 
surgery. He recovered 
quickly, and he and his 
mother were soon back 
home at Three Chimneys 
Farm, which was fielding 
50-60 phone calls a day of-
fering congratulations and 
well-wishes.

Eventually named Genu-
ine Reward, Genuine Risk’s first born never raced due to various physical problems. 
He stood at several farms in Virginia for five years. He transferred to Oklahoma in 2003 
where The Jockey Club reported he covered nine mares that year. He currently resides 
at JC Ranch near Big Horn, Wyo., where he is being used as a sire of polo ponies. To 
date, Genuine Reward has sired 12 winners from 43 foals of racing age, led by stakes-
placed Maximum Reward.

Genuine Risk was barren again in 1994 and 1995, but in 1996 produced another 
colt, Count Our Blessing, by Chief Honcho. Like Genuine Reward, he encountered 
multiple physical problems while in training and never made it to the races. There is 
no Jockey Club report of his ever having covered a Thoroughbred mare, and he had 
apparently been gelded by the time he turned up at a riding stable in Brewster, N.Y. He 
was purchased in April 2004 by Kim Cirillo—who had no idea of who “Westley” (his 
stable name) was until she researched his lip tattoo through The Jockey Club—and is 
now a promising show hunter with several ribbons to his credit.

Genuine Risk produced a dead foal in 1997 to the cover of Chief Honcho, was barren 
1998-99, and was pensioned at age 23 after being barren again that year. 

Genuine Risk and Genuine Reward in 1993
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over a foaling mare, watching the race on 
television. She held off Rumbo to win by a 
length.

“I was surprised and happy. I was jump-
ing up and down saying, ‘I can’t believe she 
did it‚’ ” recalled Moore. “I was thinking she 
would run well. I didn’t think she would 
win it. There is no use in me standing here 
and saying that ’cause I really didn’t think 
that. But to beat the boys, that was a feat in 
itself.”

Genuine Risk’s Derby win caused confu-
sion in Virginia’s social hierarchy, with the 
wife of Gov. John Dalton deferring on ac-
cepting her traditional title. Eddy Dalton 
was called by the Firestones and asked for a 
newly printed bumper sticker that had be-
come popular.  It read “Genuine Risk, First 
Lady of Virginia.”

Jolley doesn’t remember a lot of people 
being on the bandwagon before the race.

“If everybody that I’ve talked to since 
that told me they had bet on her really did, 
she would have been a 1-10 shot instead of 
a 13-1 shot,” said Jolley. “I never meet any-
one that said they didn’t bet on her in the 
Derby. Obviously, a lot of them are making 
conversation. She certainly is a racing odd-
ity. The big thing about her was she had 
great ability and she gave it all, all the 
time.”

The first filly to win the Derby in 65 years 
wasn’t far from winning the Triple Crown, 
finishing second to Codex in a controversial 
Preakness where the final outcome was de-
termined well after the day of the race. 
Turning for home at Pimlico, Codex, ridden 

by Angel Cordero Jr., came out and brushed 
with Genuine Risk. 

In what Jolley remembers as one of the 
worst flights of his life, he and Vasquez flew 
down from New York days after the Preak-
ness for a hearing with the Maryland Rac-
ing Commission.

“I’m sure the stewards at the racing com-
mission in Maryland looked at the thing 
more than I did. I looked at it many, many 
times. In the final analysis when everybody 

got through presenting their evidence at the 
hearing, our side produced enough evi-
dence to disqualify the winner. The other 
side produced enough evidence not to dis-
qualify the winner. I guess it remains one of 
those all-time mysteries. But there is no 
doubt she was interfered with and Cordero 
got away with it. He was a good, clever 
rider. He took his shot and got away with 
it.”

Vasquez also thinks that Cordero got 
away with one.

“He bumped me to the middle of the 
racetrack and then he beat me,” said 
Vasquez. “He discouraged my horse of her 
run. He should have been disqualified for 
what he did. But the way Codex ran, he 
probably could have won anyhow. Cordero 
was on the best horse that day but he should 
have been taken down.”

Genuine Risk ran second in the Belmont 
Stakes (gr. I), losing by two lengths to the 
53-1 Temperence Hill on a muddy track.

“If it’s not a muddy racetrack, she could 
have won the race,” observed Vasquez. 
“The other horse was a much better horse 

on the mud than on a dry track. She could 
run on the mud, but not as good as she did 
on a dry track.”

Genuine Risk lost the Maskette (gr. II) by 
a nose, then won the Ruffian Handicap (gr. 
I) to assure winning 3-year-old champion 
filly honors. She never finished out of the 
money in her 15 career starts, winning 10 
times. After winning two of three allowance 
races in 1981, her career was cut short when 
she got loose and ran into a water hydrant 

at Belmont Park.
“The small knot has pro-

gressively gotten larger and 
she has had arthritis setting in 
it as she’s gotten older,” said 
Moore. “She would walk per-
fectly today if not for that in-
jury.”

Genuine Risk had only two 
live foals, and neither of her 
colts, Genuine Reward (1993) 
or Count Our Blessing (1996), 
ever made it to the starting 
gate (see sidebar on page 
2630). She delivered a dead 
foal in 1983, and slipped in 
1989 after several barren 
years. Moore believes the first 
foaling had a long-term im-
pact on her ability to carry 
foals.

“She adjusted to life on the 
farm and was a great mare to 
ride. I rode her to tone her and 
to keep her body in shape,” 
said Diana Firestone.

The tough filly is now the 
oldest surviving Kentucky 
Derby winner, a popular mare 
that gets happier with the 

more company she can keep. People have 
been getting attached to Genuine Risk 
since Matt Firestone, and it continues to 
this day with her fans who still come out 
to see her.

“She’s easy enough to get attached to,” 
said Moore. “People come here for a day 
and get attached to her. She’s a babysitter, 
basically. When the racehorses come back 
from the track, they need someone to be 
turned out with. She puts them in their 
place and pretty much puts them at ease in 
the paddock. She keeps them quiet and is 
very useful still. She’s pretty well content 
but she’ll surprise you. She’ll go out and 
gallop around a little bit and then there are 
other times when she’ll just stand around. 
If she has company, she’s just really happy 
outside. At this age, she doesn’t do anything 
but hang around, just like me.”

The bronze statues of Genuine Risk have 
the inscription “Her Finest Moment,” pre-
serving in time the defining accomplish-
ment of her racing career, but it’s her per-
sonality and toughness that can’t be cast in 
bronze. b

Genuine Risk still has charisma and is “easy enough to get attached to” according to Buck Moore
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